
Repackaging Wikipedia 
for offline use











Open Educational Resources in OERs

US Academics are becoming very 
interested in OERs, because:
• They are more affordable
• They can be customized to the way 

you teach
• They improve student success -

sometimes doubling the no. of 
passing students!



What is Wikipedia 1.0?

• Initially proposed by Jimmy Wales in 2003, a “paper 
friendly format”

• Now refers to any offline release on paper, CD or 
DVD.

• Usually organised by a team of volunteers from a 
Wikipedia community.

• Two main approaches:
• Start with everything, remove the bad
• Start with nothing, add in the good

• Releases may be general or specialised.
• To select articles, we needed first to set up a 

system of article assessment for quality and 
importance.  Done via WikiProject assessments.



Steps to publication – approach on en:WP
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Offline Wikipedia

• <2007 German & Polish offline Wikipedias
built by teams of volunteers.

• 2007 Version 0.5: English Wikipedia, 2000 
general articles selected by the 
community, on CD.  

• Collaboration with Kiwix began.



Selections for schools

• SOS Children’s Villages (UK charity) produced 
a series of educational collections between 
2006 and 2013.

• Based on UK curriculum
• Manually curated by volunteers 
• Final release contains 6000 articles and 

50,000 pictures



Version 0.7 and 0.8 – general selections

Version 0.7: 31,000 articles selected based on 
WikiProject assessments

Included an index by name, country, topic
Checked for “bad words” semi-manually

Version 0.8: 45,000 articles, released in 2011
Included only an index by name
Vandalism removed using WikiTrust code



Wikislices: focus + index  [below: Chemistry]



Collections: chapters, books



Wikipedia 1.0?

• No tech support to continue producing collections – till recently!
• Wikipedia 1.0 should contain:

• A full landing page and index
• RevID control
• An ability to update regularly



The future

• Editable content – learn from WikiFundi
• How to deal with merging forked versions?

• Focus on target audiences
• Education vs medicine vs prisons?
• Topic clusters
• Linking across different resources (WP, Khan Academy, OSM, etc.) on related 

topics
• Collaborate with end users to get it right
• Many different media
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